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I. Introduction
· End of an era – sale of the MNDNR Cl-215s
· Review of basic air ops in the new era

II. 2015 Expected Aviation Assets
· Reference the map and explain shaded areas
· Order aircraft early and order based on need, not what you think is available
· Note the dispatch of Fire Bosses in pairs

III. Aerial Firefighting Source List
· Note the base compliment of aircraft in the State
· Note the type, number and agencies that can provide additional aircraft

IV. Aviation Benefits to Ground Firefighters
· Provide a big picture view to relay information on fire spread, effectiveness of tactics, safety zones and escape routes and to coordinate medivac operations
· Coordinate with ground personnel to achieve goals on a variety of missions

V. Water Scoopers
· Note minimum drop zone buffer standards
· Relate a close-call and/or injury experience

VI. Helicopters
· Note Intermediate helicopter standards 
· Spring: Ely, Cloquet, Hill City, Hinckley, Princeton, Roseau
· Summer: Ely, Hibbing (Hinckley repositioned around June 1)
· Note minimum drop zone standards
· Emphasize need for ground personnel to support the drops

VII. Land-Based Air Tankers
· Note drop zone buffer standards
· Refer to Page 58 of IRPG for tips on working with Airtankers
· Monitor radios for A-G traffic with ATGS / Helicopter Manager
· Let ground personnel know when aircraft is inbound
· Let ATGS know when line is clear
· Let ground personnel know when air operations are completed
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VIII. Retardant/Foam/Gels
· Human drench exposure mitigation
· Slippery footing
· Main goal of long term retardant
· Purpose and effect of Class-A foam
· FireIce gel briefing

IX. Aerial Suppression Tactics
· Emphasize a timely aircraft order for initial attack
· Clarify “parallel attack” and “point protection”
· Review IC/ATGS roles and coordination and ARMER issues/opportunities

X. Maximize Effectiveness with Aerial & Ground-Based Equipment
· Create an effective mix of aerial and ground resources on each flank
· Discuss air-ground radio frequency management

XI. Decision Matrix
· Call attention to the handout and urge study/posting
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