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	Water Dropping Capacity (Gals.)
	100 (Intermediate*-144)
	300
	700

	Foam Capabilities
	N/A
	N/A
	Injection System

	Retardant Capabilities
	Heli-Well
	Heli-Well
	Heli-Well

	Tank / Bucket System
	Bucket
	Bucket / Belly Tank
	Bucket / Belly Tank

	Passenger Seats
	4-8 (Intermediate*-minimum 5)
	9-14
	N/A

	Useful Load (Lbs.)
	1,200
	2,500
	5,000

	Type of Fuel
	Jet A
	Jet A
	Jet A

	Typical Fuel Cycle
	1.5 – 2.0 hours
	1.5 – 2.0 hours
	1.5 – 2.0 hours

	Wind Limitations <500’ AGL
	30 mph – Gusts 15+
	40 mph – Gusts 15+
	40 mph – Gusts 15+

	Examples
	206L3, 206B3, 206L1, 500D Intermediate* - 206L4, 407, AS350 B2, AS350 B3
	205A1++, 212 HP, 212, S-58T, UH-1H
	S-64, S-61, Boeing 234 & 107, K-Max


* Intermediate Helicopters are high performance Type III Helicopters, designated by MN DNR Forestry
Helicopter Operations Safety
Buffers around the drop zone must be maintained to provide a safe working environment for ground personnel.  
These minimum standards should be followed:  
· 50’ laterally for personnel & equipment   
· 100’ in front of or behind personnel & equipment in grass/brush fuel types or canopied equipment in timber fuel types 
· 1½ times the canopy height in front of or behind unprotected personnel in timber fuel types.            
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