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· “Initial Attack” aircraft are most effective in the early phases of the fire.
· Call for aircraft early, they can be canceled if not needed. 
· MIFC will prioritize requests by “Life, Property and Resources” 
· Suppressants and retardants are most effective when followed up with ground resources.
Principles that apply to ground operations also apply to air operations. Strategies are based on values at risk and resource management objectives.  Tactics are based on fuel type, fire intensity, rate of spread, resource availability, and estimated line production rate.
Aerial Fire Suppression Strategies – There are four general suppression strategies:
· Direct attack – Drops on the flanking fire or across the head of the fire.     
· Indirect attack – Pre-treatment of fuels that are away from the main fire. 
· Parallel attack – Generally parallel to and within a hundred feet of the fire perimeter, used when needed for better coordination with ground resources.  
· Point Protection – Placement of suppressants directly on or adjacent to targets (structures) that are immediately threatened by wildfire. 
Aerial Fire Suppression Tactics
The Air Attack / Helicopter Manager will implement tactical decisions based on objectives developed by incident command personnel.
A common aerial suppression tactic, especially in helicopter operations, is “anchor, flank and pinch”, in conjunction with ground resources.
· “Anchor” means to find a suitable natural (or person-made) defensible line in the terrain which the fire is unlikely to jump, from which to start building a containment line.
· “Flank” means to continue building containment line from the anchor point to the head.   
· “Pinch” means to turn the corner between the flank and head fire as the final phase in fire containment.
Another common aerial suppression tactic, especially in air tanker operations, is to attack the head fire directly, then follow up on the flanks in conjunction with ground resources.
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