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Incident Commanders can rely on Air Attack (Air Tactical Group Supervisor) to coordinate with them and provide support by directing airtankers and helicopters to critical areas of the fire for retardant and water drops.  Air Attack and/or Helicopter Managers can also provide a big picture view of the fire to relay information to ground firefighters on fire spread, effectiveness of tactics, safety zones and escape routes and to coordinate medivac operations if needed.
Airplanes and helicopters are critical tools in managing wildland fire. They allow fast response to fires, assisting wildland agencies in reducing the potential loss of life and property.  Missions include:
· Aerial supervision
· Locating fires, access, escape routes and safety zones
· Increase situational awareness (reconnaissance/intelligence gathering)
· Dropping fire suppressants and fire retardants
· Delivering firefighters and supplies
· Mapping
· Medical evacuations
· Arsonist apprehension
Aviation assets do not extinguish wildfires but create a safer, cooler working environment for ground resources.  Suppressants and retardants are most effective when followed up with ground resources. 
Due to the abundance of water in Minnesota, bucket equipped helicopters and water scooping fixed wing aircraft can be very effective for initial attack, keeping fires small and manageable. Aggressive aerial suppression can reduce the cost and time commitment of extended attack.  Water scooping aircraft may be most effective when operating in pairs, especially when fires are more than 5 miles from a water source.
Retardant aircraft, from Single Engine Airtankers (SEATs) to Very Large Airtankers (VLATs) can operate from a variety of permanent and temporary tanker bases in Minnesota.
Remember: 
· Fire suppression aircraft are most effective in the initial attack or early phase of the fire.
· Call for aircraft early, they can be canceled if not needed.
· Personnel and equipment must clear the drop zone when airtankers are inbound.
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