[bookmark: _GoBack]UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (UAS) GUIDANCE 
FOR WILDLAND FIREFIGHTERS 


We will likely be seeing increased recreational, government and commercial use of UAS in the future.  Conflicts could occur if UAS are operating in the vicinity of a wildfire.  
Pilots must work in an already unfriendly environment, given the aerial hazards (powerlines, trees, towers), smoke, and windy conditions they encounter when they operate within 500’ of the ground.  An additional hazard that could cause an accident is a UAS that be operating in the same airspace.
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 UAS operations should remain clear of and not interfere with manned aircraft operations; and to not be careless or reckless since UAS operators could be fined for endangering people or other aircraft.  
Wildland fire agencies are hoping to create a culture of UAS operators that will recognize the hazard that is created when they operate over wildfires.  The goal is to obtain an area free of non-emergency aircraft, including UAS, within a 5 mile radius of wildfires. 
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We are requesting the cooperation of all firefighters on the fire scene as they look up, look down and look around.  If you see or are made aware of a UAS operating on a wildfire please take the following action:
1. Contact the IC with the description and location of the UAS

2. If there are or could be fire suppression aircraft on the fire:
· The IC should immediately contact the ATGS or Helicopter Manager.
· The suppression aircraft will immediately disengage from their missions until it is confirmed that the UAS is no longer airborne and a threat.
· The IC should contact the Area Dispatcher to notify them of the UAS with its description and location.
· The Area Dispatcher should contact the MIFC Air Desk to notify them of the UAS so the aviation dispatcher can ensure all airborne suppression aircraft are notified of the UAS.
· The Area Dispatcher should contact local law enforcement for assistance in locating the operator of the UAS and grounding the unit so the airspace can be made safe.

3. After the UAS is confirmed to no longer be airborne and a threat, the IC should make the appropriate contacts with the Air Attack, Helicopter Manager and the Area Dispatcher so aerial suppression activities can be resumed.
· The Area Dispatcher will contact the Air Desk with an update on the status of the airspace
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