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What We Know 

• The snow always melts.

• The vegetation (fuel) is always fully cured in the spring and is widely available to
burn.

• These two things mean there is always a spring fire season of some kind.

• Day to day weather patterns next spring, summer, and fall will be a significant
driver in fire activity.

• Human activity will also contribute greatly to the level of activity we see next year.

• Long term dryness is consistently a precursor to large fire potential, more so in the
summer and fall than the spring.
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Where We May Be Heading
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• El Nino, La Nina, or Neutral Trends

• https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/ENSO/box_whiskers/inde
x.php

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/ENSO/box_whiskers/index.php
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• El Nino, La Nina, or
Neutral Trends

• https://origin.cpc.ncep.no
aa.gov/products/analysis_
monitoring/ensostuff/ONI
_v5.php

https://origin.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/ensostuff/ONI_v5.php
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• El Nino, La Nina, or Neutral Trends
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Where We May Be Heading
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• Long term dryness trends are likely to remain in place through the winter, although
they maybe somewhat masked by increased precipitation events through the
winter.

• Other years with similar climatological trends produced dry summers in the
following year.

• These two things indicate the potential to be scene through an increase in overall
size of our largest fires.

• Spring fire season is showing signs of a high fire load, but will be heavily dependent
on shorter term weather patterns.


