
MNICS Fire Planning Call Notes 

Date: 7/17/2026 

 

Attendance: 

MNDNR NW: ☒ MNDNR NE: ☒ MNDNR Central: ☒ MNDNR SW:  ☒DNR St. Paul:  ☒Aviation: FS: 

☒BIA: ☒ FWS: ☒NPS: ☒HSEM: ☒CCM: ☒ NOAA/NNWS: ☒ Predictive Serv: ☒ MPCA: ☒LOGS: ☐ 

 

T3 & LARGER INCIDENT UPDATES - 

July Lightning Fires: Deputy IC Joe Meyer—Not alot of movement on the fires yesterday. Total 403 
acres with 266 people currently. Should be up to 300 people in next 24 hours. Have reached a 
plateau in ordering. The IC will move to Cook, Northland High School tomorrow. Precip ½"-1” 

West Fires: Justin—Resources are out to the Team or to help staff at Districts. Updated acreages 
from Team needed. 

Weather –  Air Quality still hazardous in the northeast. SW winds. ¼" of additional precip in NE 
today. Thunderstorm in forecast today as well. Heat advisories in the TWin Cities. Precip recorded 
1-2" localized over fires. Avg ½"-1 “ of rain. 

Strong winds for Monday and Tuesday. SW to NW. Smokey moving from here to DC and all big cities 
in between (Chicago, Detroit). Still in severe drought in NE, central part of state in moderate 
drought. NW remains dry.  

Temps warm until Monday’s cold front. Rh in 30’s. Monday, 30 mph max gusts, could go up to 40. 
Monday are future peak fire days in 95th percentile and windy conditions. 8-14  day outlook for 
normal temp and precip. 

Air Quality alert in place until 11 a.m. and we will extend that today across the NE through Monday. 
There is a lobe of smoke in NW Minnesota coming thru later today and then improved conditions 
this afternoon. Values are still as high as we have ever seen. Virginia, MN broke the record yesterday 
at 1100. Previous in Ely was 797 the other day and previous record to that was 2025, Grand Portage 
at 476. 

 

FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST –  Monday—with winds, values significantly increase. Today, 
challengine fire behavior for crews. crowning and torching possible Fire Behavior.  

 

 



 

SITUATION UPDATES: fires, acres, weather, and observed fire activity since last conference 
call 

& PLANNING/NEEDS/RX BURNS – what’s coming up? Any resource needs? 

DNR NW (Region 1): Fires: 1  Acres: .25  RX: Acres: 

Planning & Needs:CCM and Shop on Call 

DNR NE (Region 2): 1Fire:  Acres: .10  RX:  Acres:  

Planning & Needs: Continue to support NE 

DNR Central (Region 3): Fires: 1 Acres: .10  RX: Acres:  

Planning & Needs:Support NE 

 DNR SW (Region 3): Fires: 0 Acres: RX: Acres:  

Planning & Needs: NA 

 

FS: Fires: 3 Acres:  Little Knife—6,000; 2 small fires, one east zone, one west. RX:  Acres:  

Planning & Needs: Local shops received resources per requests 

BIA: Fires: 1 Acres:.10 . RX:  Acres:  

Planning & Needs: Resources are coming back from other assignments and may be available soon 

FWS: Fires: 0 Acres: RX:  Acres:  

Planning & Needs:  Support NE 

NPS: Fires:  0 Acres:  RX:  Acres: 

Planning & Needs: NA  

HSEM: 0, Continue to Support NE 

CCM: 6 person crew from Duluth and 4 person crew from Faribault available (ON CALL) 

AVIATION: Aircraft Requests:   # of Fires:  

5 AA, 24 Tactical, Medivac 3 in Orr (H); with the heavy Type 1 H, safety message re: line clearance 

Aircraft until ground until conditions improve 

 

 



PREPAREDNESS LEVELS: MN Present: 4 Eastern Area: 3 Nationally: 4 

Arrowhead: 5 

E. Central Hardwoods: 2  

N. Central Hardwoods: 3  

Northern Peatlands: 4 

 Prairie Parklands: 3 

SE. Hardwoods: 2  

SW. Prairie: 2 

 

 

RESTRICTIONS/REGULATIONS/PRIORITIES: 

Fires outside of NE expected to increase with drier conditions, lightning strikes and wind.  
CCM and MR + Ready Reserve. Restrictions—Elevate CL3 to CL4. Target elevation to Monday 

MNCC Duty Officer: Ryan Johnson 

 

MNICS IMT on Rotation:  

 

Next Conference Call: Friday 7/21/2026 


